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The Shuswap Hospital Foundation acknowledges 
that Shuswap Lake General Hospital is situated 
within the Secwepemc territory on the unceded 
traditional lands of the Secwepemc Nation, where 
we live, work, learn and collaborate together. We 
are deeply grateful to the Indigenous communities 
in our region who have graciously lent their 
support to the Shuswap Hospital Foundation and 
for those who have helped make our hospital a 
culturally diverse and inclusive place for all.
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2025 has been a remarkable year for the 
Shuswap Hospital Foundation, one defined by 
generosity, community spirit, and meaningful 
progress in local health care. Thanks to our 
donors, volunteers, and supporters across 
the Shuswap, the Foundation continues to 
strengthen and enhance the level of care 
available in our region.

This year, we set ambitious goals, and together, 
we surpassed expectations. One of the most 
memorable highlights was Bollywood Bang, 
which raised more than $507,000 in support 
of the future MRI campaign at Shuswap Lake 
General Hospital. Over 500 guests came 
together for an incredible evening of Indian 
cuisine, live performances, auctions, and 
dancing. We are especially grateful to Sunny and 
his team, Mark Schneider, Ashley Schneider and 
the Rotary Club, whose vision and dedication 
made this event unforgettable. We are already 
looking forward to the return of Bollywood Bang 
in 2027.

We also celebrated the success of the 10th 
Annual Charity Open Golf Tournament at 
Shuswap Lake Golf Course, which raised 
over $87,000. These funds have also been 
directed toward advancing MRI services in 
our community. Our thanks go to the golfers, 
sponsors, volunteers, donors, and organizing 
committee who made this milestone year such a 
success.

In total, the Foundation raised an incredible 
$1,422,253 in 2025. Of this, more than 
$541,082 came from thoughtful estate 

contributions, lasting legacies that will have a 
profound impact on patient care for years to 
come.

This generosity allowed us to invest $806,256 in 
essential medical equipment. These purchases 
supported the new Ambulatory Care Unit, and 
included vital signs monitors, a wireless breast 
lesion localizer, Giraffe Omnicare station for 
Maternity, a gamma detection neoprobe, surgical 
tools such as gastroscope and hysteroscope, 
and even a wheelchair bicycle for Bastion Place, 
enhancing quality of life alongside quality of 
care.

Behind the scenes, our progress would not be 
possible without the dedication of our team 
and leadership.  Thank you to Fiona Harris, 
Director of Development, Trudy te Hennepe, 
Administrative Assistant keeping our Foundation 
moving to the next level.  To our current and past 
Board members who continuously give their 
time, expertise, and passion.

To our donors, volunteers, and the residents of 
Salmon Arm and the Shuswap, you are the heart 
of this Foundation. Your support is transforming 
local health care and bringing us closer to a 
future where advanced services, like MRI, are 
available close to home.

Thank you for being part of this journey, and 
for helping shape a healthier future for our 
community.

President’s Message
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Chris Davis
President, Shuswap Hospital Foundation
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2025 in Numbers

Emergency room visits
21,446

$1,422,253
Revenues received by the 
Shuswap Hospital Foundation 
which help provide the best in 
patient care in the Shuswap

3,434
People admitted to hospital

4,435
Surgeries performed

3,900
Ambulatory care visits

630
Donations received

184
Babies born
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Impacting Healthcare

Diagnostics  
$322,148

Surgery 
$284,135

Patient Care
$96,764

Community Care 
$25,354

Emergency
$70,000

General
$7,412

5
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Vyntus BODY Box
It may look a bit like a telephone box, but the 
Vyntus BODY Box provides much more than 
conversation.

Capable of measuring airway resistance, lung 
volumes, and other respiratory mechanics, 
the Vyntus BODY is used for comprehensive 
pulmonary function testing, says Sarah Marks, 
Vernon Jubilee Hospital’s Pulmonary Diagnostic 
Respiratory Therapist. 

Salmon Arm currently 
operates a basic 
spirometry lab offering 
a common and simple 
breathing test that 
measures how much 
air your lungs can hold 
and how quickly you can 
exhale. A full pulmonary 
diagnostic lab will 
provide a broader range 
of complex lung function tests, requiring more 
rigorous accreditation standards and a longer 
approval process.

“At TB Vets, we are honoured to help bring life-
changing respiratory care closer to home, with 
the addition of the Vyntus Plethysmograph in 
Salmon Arm,” says Kandys Merola, President 
and CEO of TB Vets. “Patients can now receive 
advanced pulmonary testing in their own 
community—no longer needing to travel for 
diagnosis.This means faster results, earlier 
treatment, and better health outcomes for those 
who need it most.”

While there is much to be done before the 
equipment is installed at Shuswap Lake General 
Hospital, having this equipment locally will mean 
quicker access to testing, faster diagnoses, and 
earlier treatment for conditions like asthma, 
COPD, interstitial lung disease and other 
respiratory ailments. 

Currently, many patients have to travel long 
distances, sometimes more than 150 kilometres, 

to access full diagnostic testing. With this new 
lab, they’ll be able to receive care in Salmon 
Arm, an important improvement particularly for 
seniors and people with mobility challenges.

Thanks to the Shuswap lake Hospital Foundation 
and incredible generosity from TB Vets and the 
Armstrong Spallumcheen Healthcare Auxiliary 
(ASHA), Interior Health can now move forward 
with establishing a full Pulmonary Diagnostic 
Lab in Salmon Arm.”

The Shuswap Hospital 
Foundation led fundraising 
and grant application efforts, 
ensuring the project could 
proceed. In 2022, TB vets granted 
$60,000 to the Foundation for 
the purchase, funds that were 
disbursed over two years.

“A portion of the TB grant 
includes a $10,000 contribution 

from one of their donors, Margaret Shugg, 
who wanted to make a 
donation in memory of her 
friend, Anne E. Williams,” 
says Marks, noting 
Shugg’s wish was to give 
the money to a specific 
hospital and for a specific 
piece of equipment. “She 
also wanted the gift to go 
to a smaller, rural hospital, 
and selected Shuswap 
Lake General Hospital 
from the list of options 
presented to her.”

Also in 2022, Armstrong 
Spallumcheen Healthcare 
Auxiliary donated 
$18,000 to help fill 
funding gaps and this 
year, TB Vets contributed 
another $14,800 to cover 

increased costs due to delays and inflation prior 
to IH approval for the project. The total cost for 
the Vyntus BODY in 2025 is $92,806.

There will be much to accomplish before the 
Vyntus Body will be operational in Salmon Arm. 
Following equipment purchase and installation, 
tests will be undertaken to make sure the 
calibration meets manufacturer and clinical 
standards.

Next will come implementation of biological 
and quality control procedures, including 
regular calibration checks and documentation 
to ensure test equipment accuracy and 
reliability. Following that, a detailed application 
for accreditation will be made through the 
BC College of Physicians and surgeons. Once 
accreditation is received, and all personnel 
performing or interpreting tests are properly 
trained, patient testing can begin, with fall 2026 
being the target date.

Patients and staff alike 
enjoy the spacious new 
ambulatory care room.
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“Patients can now 

receive advanced 

pulmonary testing in 

their own community”

Shuswap Lake General Hospital’s 
new Vyntus BODY Box
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Shea Weber may no longer be scoring 
goals but he is winning deep gratitude at 
Shuswap Lake General Hospital.

A $223,809 donation from the Shea Weber 
Foundation will improve patient care, 
primarily in the obstetrics department. 

Infant care will be enhanced with two new 
Panda Warmers in which newborns can 
be monitored consistently while receiving 
immediate life saving treatment should the 
need arise.  

“The new Panda Warmers replace outdated 
technology, standardize care and simplify 
procedures for all staff,” says the hospital’s 
Clinical Operations Manager Val Kloska, 
noting the cost of the two units is $80,294. 
“The ones we are replacing are 14 and 15 
years old and ready to be updated with the 
newest, top-of-the-line equipment.”

Panda Warmers provide immediate 
thermal support to  stabilize a newborn’s 
temperature after delivery, says Kloska, 
who describes the Panda Warmer as 
an all-encompassing resuscitation 
system.  As well as keeping infants at a specific 
temperature, they have a timer and weight 
scale, and can provide artificial breathing and 
help measure oxygen levels.

Another potential life-saving piece of equipment 
is the $28,515 fetal monitor that can track the 
health status of the unborn fetus and provides 
valuable assessment data, says Kloska.

“The monitor can alert the team to early 
warning signs of distress or health issues,” she 
adds. “It gives in-the-moment fetal heart rates 
and maternal contractions, providing us with a 
picture of fetal and maternal well-being.”

The purchase of a $35,000 
labour and delivery bed 
will give moms a safe, 
secure birthing area and 
can meet the needs of more complex labour and 
delivery. The bed is comfortable and has several 
different positions available to best support the 
process of natural birth.

Defibrillators are needed not just in the 
obstetrical department but in all hospital wards, 
Kloska says, pointing out Shuswap Lake General 
is in need of six, at a total cost of $240,000. The 
ones that are currently in use have reached 
‘end-of-life’ and need replacing. 

Thanks to the Shea Weber Foundation, the 
hospital will receive two new defibrillator/
cardiac monitors at a cost of $80,000. These vital 
life-saving devices deliver an electrical shock to 
the heart to restore a normal rhythm during 
a life-threatening arrhythmia like ventricular 
fibrillation or ventricular tachycardia.

 The Foundation is invaluable to our hospital 
and community health services by providing 
equipment and other resources,” says Kloska, 
who is thrilled these requests to the Shuswap 
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Shea Weber Foundation

GE Panda Warmer
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Transforming Patient Care

8

Hospital Foundation are being fulfilled. “They are amazing, caring partners 
who provide what we need. Without them, we would be waiting a long 
time to receive them.”

And Shea Weber has high regard for the Foundation that works so hard to 
raise much-needed equipment for the hospital.

“I give back to the community of Shuswap because it made me who I am,” 
he says.

According to the Hockey Hall of 
Fame website, Shea who was raised 
in Sicamous, played minor hockey 
with the Sicamous Eagles before 
joining the Western Hockey League’s 
Kelowna Rockets for four seasons 
beginning in 2001-02 that included two 
WHL championships, a Memorial Cup 
and being named the Most Valuable 
Player in the 2005 WHL playoffs. 

Shea made his National Hockey League (NHL) debut on Jan. 6, 2006, 
going on to play 11 seasons with the Nashville Predators and serving 
as captain for six of those seasons. He was twice runner-up for the 
James Norris Memorial Trophy as the League’s Best Defenceman 
and received the Mark Messier Leadership Award in 2016.  
Traded to the Montreal Canadians during the summer of 2016, Shea 
captained the team for for three years of the five seasons he played the 
Canadians. In 2021, he led the Canadians to their first Stanley Cup Final 
appearance since 1993,

Shea played 1,038 regular season NHL games, collecting 224 goals and 
365 assists for 589 points. In playoff action, he earned 42 points in 97 
games.

He also shone on the international stage. He won the gold medal with 
Team Canada at the 2005 IIHF World Junior Championship, collected 
gold medals in 2010 and 2014 as a member of Team Canada at the IIHF 
Winter Olympic Games and was named Tournament All-Star at the 2010 
event, earned a gold medal at the 2016 IIHF World Cup of Hockey and 
was a member of Team Canada at the IIHF World Championships, winning 
a gold medal in 2007, He was named to the tournament’s All-Star Team as 
well as earning the Best Defenceman honour at the 2009 event.

Unfortunately, injuries forced Shea to miss the entire 2021-22 NHL 
season, and he was subsequently unable to return to National Hockey 
League play.

Philips Fetal Monitor

Philips Fetal Monitor

“I give back to 

the community 

of Shuswap 

because it made 

me who I am”
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Changing Lives Together

Birthing / Labour Bed

Defibrilator in Use



10

Surgical  
Equipment Upgrade
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Safety, efficiency and best care possible!

These are the goals of Shuswap Lake Hospital staff in 
providing patient care. Meeting those goals means having 
up-to-date and efficient tools.

Several items on a wish list provided by surgeons and 
reprocessing staff have been purchased, thanks to the 
Shuswap Hospital Foundation.

 Anna Davis, lead tech in the Medical Device Re-processing 
Department is delighted her department recently acquired 
two state-of-the-art sterilizers – one provided by Interior 
Health and the other by the Shuswap Lake Hospital 
Foundation. 

Prior to the acquisition, the sterilization process was 
challenging and time-consuming with secondhand 
equipment – one washer handed down from the Kootenays 
and the other from Northern BC.

The new machines are digital, quiet, have faster cycles and 
staff will now be able to use both at one time.

“We get very excited when we get new stuff,” says Anna 
enthusiastically. “ This is up to par with the big guys  - we’re 
not a secondhand store anymore, we’re like the Gucci store.”

Anna stresses the importance of the sterilization in 
providing safe patient care. Six reprocessing staff members 
collect soiled instruments from hospital wards every 
morning and immediately after surgeries Monday through 
Friday. Instruments are soaked over the weekend and 
collected for sterilization first thing Monday morning, says 
Anna.

While the foundation might not be aware of every little 
department in the hospital, they understand the need for 
us to have the right equipment, she adds.
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Surgical Equipment Upgrade

Over in the operating theatre, the foundation 
has fulfilled a request by a new orthopaedic 
surgeon. Dr. Julian Sernik has received a new 
selection of instruments, including a MICA 
drill, and a headless compression screw kit. 
These additions will enable him to better 
perform bunion surgery as well as a wide range 
of foot and ankle reconstruction procedures, 
improving outcomes for local patients.

“Everything you could imagine about your 
foot I do in Salmon Arm,” says Dr. Sernik, who 
performs surgeries for deformity corrections, 
fusions, post-traumatic injuries, and more. 
“Orthopaedics is a rapidly changing and 
evolving field, and it’s very important to have 
access to modern equipment.”

Dr. Sernik says he is delighted that the 
Foundation has purchased equipment that 
will assist him in performing bunion and other 
complex reconstructive surgeries. He notes 
that while bunions are relatively common, 
if left untreated they can lead to serious 
complications.

As well as being painful, bunions 
can cause a loss in foot function, 
making it difficult to walk and 
robbing a person of their ability 
to move independently.

Dr. Sernik points out that modern 
surgery using contemporary 
equipment allows for earlier 
walking, much lower complication 
rates, reduced recurrence of 
deformity, earlier weight bearing, 
and better pain control.

“It’s just a better 
experience,” he says.

This surgeon is very 
busy, with some 600 
patients booked on 
waiting lists in Vernon 
and Salmon Arm. He 
operates locally about 

six times every Wednesday.

He maintains that hospitals 
like Shuswap Lake General are vital to the 
communities they serve—particularly when 
they can support visiting specialists with up-
to-date equipment, a slate of anesthetists, and 
specially trained nurses available in the OR.

“In order to keep them, you have to have 
enough surgeons,” he says. 
“It’s very important. Without 
them, you would rapidly lose 
qualified nurses.”

And the new omni retractor 
will assist the hospital’s 
five general surgeons in 
performing bowel surgery, 
making a large open surgery 
much less difficult.

“The Omni Retractor is 
gorgeous; it is a beautiful piece 
of equipment,” says surgeon 

Stephen Hiscock, noting there are challenges in 
retracting surrounding organs when operating 
on someone’s insides and the new, first-class 
retractor will make it easier to operate with one 
surgeon instead of three. “In the bigger centres 
they have surgical residents to hold retractors, 
but we don’t have that luxury.”

As always, Dr. Hiscock is quick to thank the 
Foundation for acquiring equipment that is better 
for both doctors and patients.

Patient Care Coordinator Jessica De Arcangelis 
points out that Shuswap Lake General Hospital 

is serving patients from as far 
away as Revelstoke, Vernon and 
Kamloops.

“We’re way busier than we 
were and the more equipment 
we have, the more we can do 
here,” she says, pointing out the 
waitlists for gynaecology are 
long. “Dr. Thomas Wroz got the 
equipment he needed, the most 

up-to-date hysteroscopes, four of them paid for 
by the Foundation and one paid for by Interior 
Health.”

Hospital purchaser Ken Meier says that without 
the Foundation, and the community that supports 
it, the hospital wouldn’t be able to progress as 
well as it does.

11

“The Omni 

Retractor...is a 

beautiful piece 

of equipment”
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It was a bang-up event that raised $507,000 for 
charity, with all but $65,000 of it going toward 
the purchase of an MRI for Shuswap Lake 
General Hospital.

Last May, 550 people attended the 2025 version 
of Bollywood Bang, where they were treated to a 
lavish night of delicious food, entertainment, live 
and silent auctions and dancing.

Patrons arrived to the sound of a Russian violinist 
playing South Asian music, which was followed 
by the beat of drum players from the Lower 
Mainland and six special DJs who provided music 
later in the evening. 

Fine dining began with a buffet spread of several 
appetizers, followed by a sit-down dinner 
including wine at every table and 12 entrees, not 
including salads.

“No food leaves the kitchen area without being 
checked and tasted,” says co-organizer Sunny 
Dhaliwal. “Ours is a party and fundraiser and it’s 
very complex to keep it lively.”

Sunny says many donations were 
received from local businesses, 
including a BMW that raised 
$21,500, while Setter’s made an 
on-the-spot donation of $30,000 
and Eagle Homes stepped up to 
the plate with a large donation 
as well. But those were just three 
of many generous donations, 
including special Bollywood Bears 
that are unique to each event and 
raise a minimum of $5,000 each.

While the price at $250 per 
person may seem high for many, 

Sunny is quick to point out that the cost per 
person to host the event is more than $230 and 
that 75 per cent of patrons are those who attend 

every year.

“We just create a very special 
night and everyone absorbs the 
electric energy in the room and 
feels generous,” he says, pointing 
out the aim of organizers is to 
offer a good, fun time. “People 
can all be touched by the need 
(for healthcare) and they see the 
event as driving change in the 
community.”

 Proud of Salmon Arm’s biggest 
fundraiser, Sunny says much of 
the credit goes to co-organizer 
Ashley  Schneider, General 

Manager at Jacobson Ford.

“She really pushed for it and she’s 
amazing with contracts,” says Sunny 
generously. “She puts in 99 per cent 
of the work.” 

Ashley has no hesitation in saying 
she has a deeply personal reason 
for working to raise money for the 
Shuswap Hospital Foundation.

Her uncle received cancer 
treatment in the hospital. Her 
grandparents have spent time there. 
Her dad has undergone cardiac 
care. Ashley, her mother and sister 
have each welcomed their children 
into the world within those walls. 

“That’s three generations of my 
family who have relied on this 
one facility for care, comfort, and 
healing,” she says, pointing out that’s 
just her story, one small example 
of the incredible reach Shuswap 
Lake General Hospital hospital has 
across the community. 

2025 Bollywood Bang

“The hospital’s 

funding and 

capacity simply 

can’t keep pace 

with the needs 

of our growing 

community”

The Giraffe OmniBed Carestation.
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2025 Bollywood Bang
“When I think about the thousands of other 
families who depend on it every day, I recognize 
both how vital it is and how there is still much 
room for growth.”

Ashley applauds the compassionate, 
professional and dedicated nurses, doctors, and 
staff, who provide care she describes as always 
exceptional.

“What limits their potential isn’t heart or talent; 
it’s resources. The hospital’s funding and 
capacity simply can’t keep pace with the needs 
of our growing community,” she says, wanting 
to ensure that in the years ahead, her children, 
their children, and the families that come after 
will have access to a hospital that is equipped to 
provide the same level of care being provided 
now. 

“This past year, we’ve worked toward funding 
an MRI machine — a major step forward. But 
bringing that vision to life also means investing 
in the facility itself – upgrading infrastructure, 
equipment, and staffing to support it properly.”

In working on behalf of the Foundation 
Ashley says she has come to understand that 
communities can’t rely solely on government 
funding or taxpayer dollars to meet these needs. 

“True progress in healthcare takes a community 
— people willing to step up, give back, and invest 
in a healthier future for us all,” she says, noting 
that supporting the Hospital Foundation is 
her way of doing that. “While the hospital has 
already given so much to me and my family, I 
want to ensure it can continue doing the same 
— for everyone who walks through its doors.”

Sunny agrees with the need for investing in 
more than new equipment. The effort to raise 
funds to support the campaign to bring an MRI  
machine to Shuswap lake General Hospital 
came after discussions with Interior Health 
who recognize the importance of having an MRI 
in Salmon Arm. 

He says the imaging department has six highly 
trained staff members, but it will take time to 
source the space, pointing out the acquisition 
and installation has a longer timeline. 

Back on the board after a year off, Sunny says he 
wants to support things that promote real and 
positive change in the community.

He is excited about the future of the community 
whose population is growing and excellent 
health care that meets their needs.

On a lighter note, he suggests that people start 
saving their pennies now for the 2027 version 
of Bollywood Bang.
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It was four for fore at the Foundation’s annual 
Golf Tournament.

On August 16, fifteen teams of four drove, 
putted, and chipped their way around the 
Shuswap Lake Estates Golf Course, raising 
$87,000 for the Foundation.

After their 18 holes of adventure on the course, 
golfers and friends retired to the dining room 
for a delicious meal and another 
opportunity to spend their money 
for an excellent cause.  A grateful 
thanks goes out to the team of 38 
enthusiastic and hard-working 
volunteers who helped to make 
this event a most successful and 
memorable experience

This year’s organization team included board 
members and volunteers Craig Shantz, Mike 
McCurrach, Chris Davis, Michelle Underwood, 
Maureen Wiltzen, Pat Martz, Caroline Black 
and Darren Lorenz. Prior to the tourney, 
Foundation Board President Chris Davis 
encouraged people to become sponsors for the 
always-successful event. 

Craig and Foundation Vice-President Michael 

McCurrach were in charge of the auctions, both 
silent and live.

Among others, live auction items that brought in 
much-needed dollars included a TV, pellet grill, 
meat package, gift certificates, houseboat rental, 
hot water tank, hotel accommodations, Pipe 
Mountain rollercoaster, golf passes, a movie pass 
and a bottle of whisky with a chain saw. Shantz 

says there were another 20 to 
30 silent auction items as well.

One of the most intriguing 
items was a Krugerrand, which 
raised $5,000. The Krugerrand 
is a prominent South African 
bullion coin that was the 
world’s first gold coin produced 

specifically for individual investors. First minted 
in 1967 by the South African Mint and Rand 
Refinery, its value is tied directly to the market 
price of its gold content rather than a fixed face 
value. 

The standard Krugerrand is made from a 
durable 22-karat gold-copper alloy, which 
gives it a distinctive orange hue and greater 
resistance to scratches than pure gold coins. 
A Krugerrand coin contains exactly one troy 

ounce of pure gold, but its total weight is 33.93 
grams to account for the copper alloy.

Rob Marshall generously shared his time as 
emcee for the evening and Vernon auctioneer 
Kevin Rothwell helped attendees dig deep to 
support the Foundation. 

Shantz, who is in the first year of his three-year 
term on the Foundation board, says half-a-
dozen people were instrumental in organizing 
the auctions.

“People really stepped up, in my mind,” he says. “I 
didn’t realize until after my first couple of board 
meetings how much funding the Foundation 
provides; it was an eye-opener about how 
important it is to the community.”

He pointed out that people and businesses are 
hammered with donation requests throughout 
the year, but willingly step up to support the 
Hospital Foundation.

“It’s not just about spending the money, it’s just 
something the local businesses do to support the 
Foundation in getting things for the hospital,” he 
says. “It’s interesting that the Foundation bears 
such a load. There are a lot of people behind the 
scenes giving through estates and donations.”

“People really 

stepped up”

14

10th Annual Charity  
Open Golf Tournament
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Medical Imaging
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Doctors will get a sharper picture 
of what’s going on beneath the 
skin with the new Philips EPIQ 
Elite, which recently arrived in 
Shuswap Lake General Hospital’s 
Imaging Department.

Philips Healthcare describes 
the machine as a new class of 
premium ultrasound that features 
an exceptional level of clinical 
performance, workflow, and 
advanced intelligence to meet 
the challenges of today’s most 
demanding practices.

The EPIQ Elite platform brings 
ultimate solutions to ultrasound, 
with clinically-tailored tools 
designed to elevate diagnostic 
confidence to new levels.

“It far surpasses conventional 
ultrasound performance to reach 
new levels of definition and clarity,” 
says the manufacturer, noting “it 
creates extraordinary real-time 
images with exceptional frame 
rate, uniformity, and penetration.”

Imaging Department Professional 
Practice Lead Kim Mead says the 
advanced equipment is similar to 
the older version purchased in 
2011.

“This system has 

more power and 

performs high-quality 

diagnostic exams .”

“That’s a lot of years for this type of 
technology and that is amazing,” says 
Mead of the equipment that is used 
daily primarily for ultrasound guided 
biopsies and small-part imaging. 
“There’s nothing wrong with the old 
one, it’s just old.”

But the new one brings everything 
into clearer focus.

“This system has more power and 
performs high-quality diagnostic 
exams with some advancements in 
software,” she says. “It has the ability 

to perform general and echo 
exams due to its dual platform 
technology.”

Mead says her department 
continues to buy equipment 
from Philips because, unlike 
many technology companies, the 
accessories already in use will 
work with the new ultrasound 
machine.

“In this case, the cameras (or probes) 
that are still in great condition can 
attach to the new machine, saving 
the department tens of thousands of 
dollars,” she says.

The cost of the new and sophisticated 
ultrasound equipment is $75,000 
plus tax, and Mead, once again, 
thanks the Shuswap Lake Hospital 
Foundation for making the purchase 
possible.

“This allowed us to get the newest 
available machine and software, so we 
can continue to provide the highest 
level of patient care” she adds.

Acquires New Ultrasound System
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Shuswap Lake health-Care Auxiliary has been 
providing comfort and support to patients at 
Shuswap Lake General Hospital and Bastion 
Place for 110 years.  We co-hosted the 
Okanagan Mainline Area 
conference in Vernon April 
28-30.  

Our only purchase this year 
was three fridge freezers for 
maternity.  The fridges are 
used to store milk for new 
babies born in our hospital.

This purchase was made 
possible by having two semi-
annual book sales and doing 
Christmas gift wrapping in 
Piccadilly Mall.  Thank you to our community for 
always being very supportive of our fundraising 
efforts.

A donation was made to BC Children’s Hospital 
in March.

Auxiliary members are the volunteers in red 
jackets who direct patients to the correct 

department.  Sometimes a 
patient wants someone to 
talk to and we are there to 
listen and also answer any 
questions. 

Presently members are 
volunteering in our Gift 
Shop, located on Level 4, 
Monday through Friday, the 
Imaging Department and 
the Rehab Department.  We 
provide emergency patients 

who are hospitalized with a Comfort Bag, 
containing a comb, toothbrush and toothpaste.  
Emergency clothing is also provided if needed.  

Very few auxiliaries in BC offer these services.

Baby toques are supplied to every baby born in 
our hospital.

Our auxiliary supports a local quilt group who 
make and donate comforting quilts to chemo 
patients in our hospital.

Every year, we arrange to have the windows on 
Level 4 and the Emergency entrance painted 
with a winter scene.  Several members also 
decorate a Christmas tree on Level 4 to bring 
Christmas cheer to patients, visitors and staff.

For many years, we have adopted a family 
through the Safe House Society at Christmas.

Community crafters are welcome to make 
handcrafted items to sell in our gift shop.  Wool 
is provided at our gift shop for knitters and 
crocheters.

There is also an opportunity for 
youth to volunteer in our hospital 
and Bastion Place.  Scholarships 
are awarded to students who 
continue post secondary 
education in the healthcare field.

We always welcome new 
members with volunteering 
based on member availability.  
Meetings are held every third 
Tuesday of the month except for 
July and August in the Piccadilly 
Mall boardroom.  For further 
information, please contact 
secretaryslhca@gmail.com

Membership gives an 
opportunity to be greatly 
appreciated by those we help, 
make new friends and have fun.

“Membership gives 

an opportunity to be 

greatly appreciated 

by those we help, 

make new friends, 

and have fun.”

Shuswap Lake Health-Care Auxiliary

	 Edie Swanson PRESIDENT
	 Brenda Laurenson VICE PRESIDENT
 	 Arline Allison SECRETARY

Carolyn Black FOUNDATION LIASON

2025 Shuswap Lake  
Health-Care Auxiliary Executive
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Creating a Legacy

As you think about providing for those you 
care about after your death, why not consider 
including the Shuswap Hospital Foundation in 
your plans?

Making a last will and testament and leaving a 
portion of your estate to the Shuswap Hospital 
Foundation is a meaningful way to create a 
legacy and support the purchase of much-needed 
equipment for the hospital and medical facilities.

Consult with your family and legal representative 

such as a lawyer or notary public to express your 
philanthropic wishes.  If you prefer, forms and 
information to create your last will and testament 
are available online.

Donating shares, securities and property offers 
capital gains tax benefits and is also a positive way 
to meet your estate planning objectives.

Meet with your financial advisor, accountant or 
lawyer to determine which option best suits you.

2025 Estate Gifts
At the Shuswap Hospital Foundation we are honoured to have 
received bequests from the following thoughtful individuals who, 
through their estates, have left a legacy of generosity and hope for 
the betterment of health care in our community.  

The impact of these legacies will make positive changes to the future 
of health care services for people of the Shuswap.

	X Estate of Avalon Imogene Thomson

	X Estate of Stefan Shurma

	X Estate of Clarice Ann Baker

	X Estate of Glenn Wilfred Horsley

17
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Our Champion Donors
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Ruby Fish $500,000 and over

Cornerstone
Collins, Geoffrey E. – Estate
Farquhar, Doris Rosemarie - Estate
Haney, Robert – Estate
Simon, Josef Bernhard - Estate 

Platinum Fish $100,000-$499,999

Founders
Askew, Dorothy - Estate
Bollywood Bang Salmon Arm
Cameron, Elva Cavell – Estate
Eagle Homes Sales Ltd.
Ferraro, Dominic Frank – Estate
Fisher, Orrell - Estate
Ford, Michael 
Frick, Isolde
Heym, Rolf & Erika
Hilton, Donald – Estate
Johnston, Lloyd & Joy
Martin, Joan
Miller, John S. - Estate
Moor, Roy & Pamela
Morley, Samuel – Estate
Painter, Evelyn – Estate
Read, Pearl – Estate
Rendleman, Lorry & Isabelle
Rotary Club of Salmon Arm
Smith, Harry – Estate
Sorrento Lions Club (Dilworth Fund)
The Thompson Family
Wickert, Dr. John & Irene
Wittman, Julius Erhard - Estate
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Armstrong Spallumcheen Healthcare Auxiliary
Beale, Morley & Marie
Beckner, Dr. Kevin & Suzanne
Benson, Dorothy – Estate
Berglund, Edith M. - Estate
Cockrill, Elaine
Cruickshank, Aileen – Estate
Douhaniuk, Bill & Mary & Family
Emmerzael, Fred & Marilyn
Fogarascher, Eileen Margaret - Estate
Hall Gray Broadcasting
Howard, Brian Douglas - Estate
Jones, Arlene
Lindsay, Anne – Estate
Lions Club of Salmon Arm
MacKay, Ian & Beth, Craig & Laurie
Millar, Eoin
Monk, Douglas & Doriane 
Paterson, Gavin

Ahmadiyya Elders Association
Ark Masonry
Befus, Carol
Bell, Clifford & Darlene
Boyd, Scott
Canoe Employee Donation Fund
Cartwright, Tami & John
Casavant, Eugene & Lorette
Chu, Gerald & Rita
Custom Space Designs Ltd
Davis, Christopher & Chrisi
Dhaliwal, Sunny & Prab
Edgell, David & Caroline 
Gibson, Dilys & George
Hammond, Terry
Huley, Margurite
Jasman, Morley & Darlene
Johnson, Joe & Bobbi
Knights of Columbus #7107
Landmark Solutions Ltd.
Longdo, Vernon & Dorothy
Loxton, Robert “Bob” Garth - Estate

Masonic Grand Lodge of BC and Yukon
McClellan, Lois & McClellan/Walker, 
  Brenda & David
Moleschi, Kathy
Monk, Ingrid & John – Estate
Owens, Ralph & Norma
Pine Valley Logging Ltd
Pryhitko, Sheila
Pukas & Laird Families
Salmon Arm Medical Staff
Salmon Arm Royal Purple Lodge #279
Sandra Schmirler Foundation
Schneider, Ashley
Schneider, Mark & Linda
Setters Neighbourhood Pub Ltd.
Shuswap Lake Health-Care Auxiliary
Shuswap North Okanagan Division  
     of Family Practice
Smallpiece, Robert & Bernice
Tim Hortons, Salmon Arm
Williams, Marjorie (Addie) - Estate
Wingate/Walstow, Arlewyne & Chris

Piggott, Marion – Estate
Pryhitko, Matt - Estate
RBC Foundation
Reddecliff, Ronald & Mav
Revelstoke Hospital Auxiliary
Royal Canadian Legion #62
Salmon Arm Daybreak Rotary Club
Salmon Arm Savings & Credit Union
Shurma, Stefan - Estate
Shuswap Rotary Club
TB Vets Charitable Foundation
Thompson, Jerald
Thompson, Sandra
Tim Hortons
Titus, Don & Dorothy
Valid Manufacturing Ltd.
Variety Children’s Charity of BC
Willmer, John & Joan

Titanium Fish  $25,000 -$49,999

Builders

Gold Fish  $50,000-$99,999

Patrons

19
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Access Precision Machining Ltd.
Adams, Doug & Donna
Anderson, Harlan & Roberta
Armstrong Regional Cooperative
Arthur’s Gem Set Studio
Askews Foods-Staff Charity
Ayotte, Dr. Brian & Dr. Gail
Babakaiff, Robert/Arrow Wood Heat
Bank of Montreal
Barnard, Brett
Barnard, Frank
Barnard/Houle, Dave & Micheline
Bath, Baldev
Beer, Elaine Kathleen – Estate
Bergh/Martin, Barry & Tricia
Blakeborough, Heather
Bolton, Bruce & Ivy
Bonthuis, June
Braby, Derrick & Debbie
Bradford, Dorothy Joy 
Brecknell, Ted
Browne Johnson Land Surveyors
Canadian Tire Store 482
Canoe Senior Citizens Association
City Furniture & Appliances
Cockrill/Weed, Elaine & James
Coultes, Donald – Estate
Cudmore, Donald
Derpak, Janice
Dhaliwal, Gurmail & Naranjan
Dolan, Paul & Marilyn
Drake, Milton & Pamela
Dube, Al – Estate
Dyke, Chris & Margreta
Elks Lodge #455
Ellis, Mark & Joan
Enderby & District Lions Club
Farmcrest Foods Ltd.
Figgess, Christopher & Sarah
Flatla, Larry & Bonnie
General Assembly Excavating Ltd.
Genn/Shaw, Steven & Leah
Graham, Alli
Gray, Ian & Holly 
Greggor, Rita
Grizzly Curb & Concrete Ltd.
Grout, Peter & Karen
Harris, Ross & Fiona
HBC Foundation
Hewitt/Wanke, Linda & Ian
Hirtle, Rick & Linda
Hiscock, Dr. Stephen
Hlina, Anne
Hyderman, Mark & Angela

InView Optical Inc.
JC Johnson Land Surveying Inc.
Jurasek, Dr. Doug & Lorie
Koeck, Siegfried
Kuna Family Bursary Endowment
Kuzek, Dan & Monica
Larson, Glen
Lawson Engineering Ltd.
Leonhardt, Belinda & Steve
Lepine, Leo & Yvonne
Low, Pamela & Cedric
LST Ventures
Mackenzie, Tracey Roxanne – Estate
Mackintosh, Gord & Diana
MacQuarrie, Roy & Vicki
Marshall, Beverley
Mathys, Werner & Connie
McAlister, Deenie
McCall, Ines
McClelland, John Noel & Lila
McCook, Eric & Louise
McKee, Dr. Scott
McTavish, Dr. Maureen L.
Munholland, Pat & Al
Nadeau, Dr. Louise
Nardi, Gerald & Joan
Nayki, Thomas & Karen
Nico’s Nurseryland Ltd.
Norgaard, Niels & Helga
North Shuswap Lions Club
Ogino, Naomi & Eugene
Overend, Howard & Clara
Parfitt, Christopher & Marg
Penner, Eric
Phillips, Scott
Popham, Russ & Kathy
Potter, Dennis & Margaret

Pryhitko, Matt & Beth
Randall, John Edward – Estate
Reid Liske Charitable Legacy Fund
Renaud, Aurelia – Estate
RK Furniture Gallery
Rodgers, Jennifer
Rolyn Holdings / Rob & Lynn McKibbon
Romyn, Petrus C.  – Estate
Sakup Enterprises Ltd.
Salmar Community Association
Salmon Arm Sports Inc.
Save-On-Foods
Scotiabank
Shannon, Garry & Tana
Shantz, Brenda
Shields, Ian R
Shuswap Dragon Boat Society
Shuswap Lake Brewing / Bradford  
Shuswap Lake Senior Citizens Society
Shuswap Men’s Chorus
Sicamous Eagles Jr. Hockey Club
Sneve, John – Estate
Spicer, Sandra – Estate
Steed, George & Gloria
Stewart, Wilbert & Shirley
Swanson, Jack & Edie
TD Bank Financial Group
Team TELUS Cares / Sharon Thibodeau
Trent Sismey Inc.
Trish’s Country Kitchen
Turner, Eddie & Carole
Van Dalfsen, Zwaantje
Vandermeer, Ruth & Mike
Vaughan, Del & Mid
Wainwright, Ramona
Walton, Ellen

Silver Fish  $10,000 -$24,999
Benefactors

Salmon Arm Observer
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430607 BC LTD / Vandermeer
Abbott, Irene
Aitken, Eric & Freda
Albricht, Maarten & Joosje
Alstar Group
Arnold, Melvin & Linda
Arthurs, Kenneth – Estate
Baird Bros Ready-Mix Ltd.
Barker, Jack & Irene
Barker, Wendy
Barvir, Tony & Elaine
Beazley, Barbara
Becker, John & Kim
Bianco, Albert
Bickle, Josh & Joanna
Bolton, Byron & Sheryl
Bouma, Marcel
Braby Motors Ltd.
Brese, Lillian
Brooke Downs & Vennard LLP
Bubola, Mirella & Sergio
Burkitt, Laura & Douglas
Burrell, Karin
Caldwell, David
Cambria Plumbing Ltd.
Caminiti, Victor & Eleanor
Canoe Forest Products
Carter, Louise
Chambers, Melvin
Chhokar, Gurdip & Sandeep
CIBC Regional Office
Collodel, Mary
Comfort Inn & Suites Salmon Arm
Corrie, A. & Burgess, J. & C. 
Cowan, William & Susan
Craig Shantz Personal Real Estate Corp.
Crepeau, Debbie
Day, Barbara
Deakin, Andrea
DeMille, Brad & Kelly
DeMille’s Farm Market
Den Biesen, Jeff & Willy
Denney, Norman W.
Dickson, Hazel
Dove Rebekah Lodge Foundation
Edgell, Valerie
Erickson, Colby
Erickson, Gordon
Erickson, Jacqueline
EZ Rock Radiothon
Finch, Allen & Elizabeth
Fischer, Melody
Fleming, John - Estate

Folland, Elizabeth
Fowler, Roger
Gaunce, Irene
Gibson, George R.
Gorgs International Imports Ltd.
Gray, Shirley
Grewal, Spinder 
Grieve, Elizabeth
Guidoos/Wilson, Daniala & Jordan
Halpenny, Don & Joan
Harris, Brad
Harris, John
Harrison, Elliot
Harrison, Mark
Hart, Marilee & Robert
Henderson, John & Joyce
Hillary, Edward
Hillson, Rosella
Hindbo Construction Group Inc.
Holloway, Jim & Dodie
Hughes, Daryl & Donna-Lynne
Hyde Mountain Golf Course
IG Wealth Management
Integrity Roofing Corp.
IWA Local 412
Javdani, Arya
Jim Grieve Personal Real Estate Corp.
Johnson, Margaret
Jolly, Martyn & Nona
Joly, Joseph
Jordan, Bernadette
Kerr, A. Hermann
Kime, Marvin & Jean
Klem, Patrick
Kurta, Len & Nancy
Kyllo Homes
Laidlaw, Dr. Lorna – Estate
Lakeside Insurance
Landers, Maurice & Olwen
Larson, Stuart
Lee/Kim, Sanghon & Sunhee
Lloyd, Eleanor
Luchtmeijer, Gerry & Kelly
Madden, Shannon
Main, Dr. Christopher
Markowski, Theresa & Kane
McDonald, Jamie
McGill, Morley Wayne – Estate
McInnis, Marg & Steve 
McKay Family Charitable Foundation
McKendry, Warren
McKie, Eileen
McTaggart, Vernon 

Melin, Mike & Christine
Mier, Emma
Minnis, Laura
Moore, Florence
Mounce, Wayne & Lorraine
Murray, Douglas & Carol
Murray/Carson, Judith & Blaine
Myers, Dr. Danny
Myers, Duncan
New Century Commodities Inc.
Newnes, Craig
Newnes, Ray
Norris, Clifford – Estate
Northern Plastics Ltd.
O’Sullivan, John & Wendy
Ostafichuk, Linda & Herb
Parent, Edward & Natalie
Paterson, Don & Doreen
Paul, Edward
Peach, Gordon
Penner, Scott
Petersen, Margaret (Peggy)
Pink Piston Paddlers Society
Pratt, Penny
Pringle, William
Pukas, Karen & Sheldon
Rankin, Glenn & Linda
Raven and Steel
Reid, Levon
Reiswig, Brennen
Revelstoke District Health Foundation
Rexall Foundation
Reynolds, Francis & Mary
RH Electric Ltd.
Rickson, Russ
Rundle, Angela

Bronze Fish  $5,000 -$9,999
Partners
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Salmon Arm Proair
Salmon Arm Security Inc.
Schneider, Brad
Schoene, Ulli & Margarete
Scholz, Muriel
Schon, Chris
Schwandt, Della
Seymour Ridge Resources
Shipmaker, Earl
Shoesmith, Dr. David
Shuswap Quilters’ Guild
Sicamous Lions Club
Smith, Nelson
Spectrum Signworks
Standard Roofing Corporation
Stanley, Pat
Stead, Jack & Edith
Sterba, Franz & Karin
Stokes, Margaret & Barry
Stregger, Dr. Anthony & Amanda
Strilchuk, Mary
Stunzi, Robert
Tekamar Mortgages Ltd.
TELUS Corporation
Terrim Properties Ltd.
Thomson, Avalon Imogene - Estate
Timtiman, Uldine
van den Tillaart, Charlotte
Vandermeer, Bob & Elsie
Vernon Shrine Club 
Visser, Albert
Whitehead, Ted & Eileen - In Honour
Whitelaw, Charles
Willms, Arthur & Susan
Ylisto, Gordon
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This is a wonderful way to make a donation and 
pay tribute to those who have excelled in their role 
of service in the community and caring for others. 
The Foundation will send an appropriate card 
on your behalf to recognize the occasion. When 
those contributions reach $2,000, the Foundation 
prepares an in-honour tribute to them.

In Honour Tributes

With a donation of $2,000, donors are invited to 
honour a loved on on the Foundation’s website. 

This unique tribute provides the opportunity 
to post a photo and words of remembrance in 
perpetuity.

Memorial Tributes

Iconic Shuswap sockeye swim on the recognition 
wall, each salmon bearing the name of donors who 
are recognized for their generosity, compassion 
and caring. The colour of the fish is determined by 
the size of the donation.

Recognition Wall

All donors since 2003 are listed including the 
‘Friends of the Foundation’ - those who have 
donated up to $4,999.

Recognition Display

Honoring Our Donors
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Fiona Harris
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Trudy te Hennepe
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Dr. John Wickert 
DIRECTOR

Dr. Darren Lorenz
PAST PRESIDENT

Michael McCurrach
VICE PRESIDENT

Steve Genn
DIRECTOR

Sunny Dhaliwal
DIRECTOR

Chrisi Davis
TREASURER

Brian Ayotte
DIRECTOR

Eugene Casavant
DIRECTOR

Chris Davis
PRESIDENT

Michelle Underwood 
SECRETARY

Carolyn Black  
DIRECTOR

Karl Rhebergen
DIRECTOR CLINICAL OPERATIONS

Craig Shantz
DIRECTOR
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Our Board and Staff
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250-803-4546
info@shuswaphospitalfoundation.org
www.shuswaphospitalfoundation.org

Shuswap Hospital Foundation 
PO Box 265, Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4N3

Contact us

Building a Healthier Future For All


